
 

 

 
 

Artist and Singer-Songwriter Jewel to 
Debut Major Exhibition of Visual Art in Venice, Italy  

 
Presented in association with Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art,  

Matriclysm: An Archeology of Connections Lost will feature  
painting, sculpture, installation, and sound works, and  

will run concurrently with the Venice Biennale from May 10 to November 22, 2026  
 
 

 
 

Jewel with the work Heart of the Ocean. Photo by Matthew Takes. 
 

November 17, 2025, Bentonville, Arkansas–Visual artist and multi-platinum singer-songwriter, 
Jewel, will debut a major installation of her visual art practice at the Salone Verde in Venice, 
Italy, running concurrently with the Venice Biennale 2026. Presented in association with Crystal 
Bridges Museum of American Art, and curated by Joe Thompson, curator-at-large for the 
museum, Matriclysm: An Archeology of Connections Lost explores themes of motherhood, 
feminine power, and the consequences of its loss. The exhibition will feature never-before-seen 
painting, sculpture, tapestry, installation, and sound works that Jewel has created specifically for 



 

 

this exhibition, the largest presentation of this multi-faceted artist to date. Matriclysm: An 
Archeology of Connections Lost will be on view May 10 to November 22, 2026. 
 
“At first glance, this exhibition centers on issues of femininity, power, and ecological 
consciousness, but at its core it is about memory, both profoundly personal and alarmingly 
global,” comments Jewel. “If something of a cautionary tale, my hope is that the show reminds 
us what it feels like to be in closer harmony, inviting us to unearth ways to reconnect us to 
ourselves, each other, and the world around us.” 
 
Through shifting sculptural forms, rhythmic soundscapes, myth-inspired textiles and paintings, 
and data-driven works, the entire exhibition is accompanied by a mesmerizing soundtrack with 
original music and voicework by Jewel, at times abstract and at other moments melodic, driven 
by close observation of the seas and stars, gathered from oceanographic sensors and celestial 
mathematical observation.   
 
Once inside the exhibition, visitors enter a darkened space illuminated by the faint glow of seven 
hand-blown glass orbs, representing the Seven Sisters of the constellation Pleiades and 
crafted by Jewel in Toledo, Ohio, in residence at the Toledo Art Museum’s in-house glass 
studio. Jewel has created an original, twelve-minute meditative soundscape to accompany 
the installation, converting data gathered from NASA and the University of California, 
Berkeley, from light wavelengths emanating from the constellation into sound. The soundtrack 
is designed to subtly alter the states of human brain waves, in a technique the artist has termed 
“neuro-ceutical.”  
 
Accompanying the Seven Sisters are a body of new paintings created by Jewel in her signature 
realist, surrealism-tinged style, sparking reflection on motherhood and the divine feminine. 
Paintings include: a portrait of the artist and her son facing one another; a collection of small, 
gem-like, miniaturist paintings featuring surreal, sometimes discordant images (an egg, a clock, 
a raven, Henrietta Lacks, Albert Einstein’s wife Mileva Maric, a tarot card, a pill bottle, and 
more). On another wall hangs four larger paintings, a group of crone-like women, with trees of 
life sprouting horn-like from their heads, festooned with objects of pop culture and everyday life. 
Facing the ancient women, a digital series of four female figures drifts across the sky, hanging 
by various forms of birth control, referring, perhaps, to both the liberation birth control offers to 
women but also the disconnection from one’s body – and outright harm –  it may cause. The 
viewer is left to decipher and create meaning from these images through their own experience 
and interpretation. 
 
A second gallery focuses on humanity’s connection to nature and features Heart of the Ocean, 
an eight-foot sculpture that translates real-time oceanic data into a captivating visual and 
auditory display reflecting the ocean’s ever-changing state. Designed to embody the dynamic 
relationship between human activity and the sea, Jewel worked closely with leading scientists 
from NASA, NOAA, Stanford University, and UC Berkeley to record temperature variations, 
migratory animal patterns, wave activity, salinity, and other indices of oceanographic health. 
Using both live and historic data together with music algorithms written by Jewel, Heart of the 



 

 

Ocean will create and then “sing” a slowly evolving 12-minute soundscape, lending the sea its 
own resonant voice, and a surprising, almost creature-like, presence. Accompanying the 
sculpture is a tapestry of a woman consumed by flames, dressed in corporate garb, serving as a 
summation of the previous gallery, with many of the keystone symbols and relics gathered in an 
emergency to-go bag, and a fiery connection to the drama of Heart of the Ocean.   
 
A culminating piece that serves as a beginning and conclusion to the exhibition is a monumental 
sculptural work of a pregnant kneeling woman titled First Mother, made in collaboration with 
Cape Town based Congolese artist Patrick Bongoy. The sculpture references the so-called 
mitochondrial mother, the single woman to whom the chromosomal threads of all humanity can 
be traced. It will be outside for the eight months of the exhibition, exposed to sun and rain, its 
organic elements left to grow, transform, and decay. Working in concert with Jewel, the artists 
have woven the First Mother’s skin from strands of hessian thread, embedding it with emblems 
of creation, renewal, and death, symbolizing the path of humanity, particularly mothers.  
 
Joe Thompson, curator of the exhibition comments: “Across an astounding range of 
techniques, and with a deft touch that is particularly poignant in her rather astonishing and 
utterly surprising miniatures, to say nothing of the lovely soundtrack (which comes as less a 
surprise, given its maker), Jewel at first seems to be documenting the risks and losses that 
accrue when society loses touch with essential matriarchal character and force. But those with 
an eye for detail will discover a theme that is much more personal, and, in a way, even more 
striking, about the power and essential promise, sometimes broken, of motherhood itself.” . 
 
“For me the show offers three works representing undiluted feminine power: First Mother, Seven 
Sisters, and Heart of the Ocean. From those rather magisterial representations, the show 
explores the unraveling both personally and globally,” said Jewel.  
 
“At Crystal Bridges, we are committed to lifting artists’ voices and creating spaces where 
curiosity and exploration can flourish. Matriclysm invites audiences to engage with urgent 
themes and discover new perspectives, sparking the kind of dialogue that deepens our 
connection to art and to one another, ” said Rod Bigelow, Executive Director, Crystal 
Bridges Museum of American Art.  
 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a full-color catalogue with an introduction by Susan 
Magsamen, co-author of Your Brain on Art: How the Arts Transform Us, as well as an 
exclusive interview between Jewel, artist Patrick Bongoy, and Nigerian curator Azu 
Nwagboguand, who played a key role in introducing Jewel to Bongoy, guided their 
collaboration, and is featured in the catalogue.  
 
About Jewel  
Jewel is a 4x Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter, visual artist, actress, New York Times best-
selling author, and mental health pioneer. While best-known for her musical talents, Jewel’s 
passion and training  in sculpture, drawing, and painting began long before her songwriting 
career; as a high schooler, she attended Interlochen Arts Academy. Over the years, she has 
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continued creating, working with paint and clay. In spring 2024, Jewel made her debut in the art 
world at Crystal Bridges Museum of Art in Bentonville, Arkansas with ‘The Portal: An Art 
Experience by Jewel’, featuring her own painting and sculpture. The exhibition was one of the 
most visited at the museum in 2024. Throughout her art, Jewel combines her passions for 
storytelling, experimentation and democratizing mental health. 
  
For the past 21 years, Jewel’s Inspiring Children Foundation and Jewel Inc. have brought 
specially-designed mental health programs to at-risk youth and to leading corporations. Jewel 
created SELLA, a language arts curriculum for schools integrating social and emotional learning 
and mental health practices, and recently co-founded Innerworld, an innovative virtual mental 
health platform. Jewel’s remarkable journey has taken her from a childhood with no running 
water on an Alaskan homestead to becoming a multi-platinum recording artist and mental health 
advocate. She has released 13 studio albums, including her latest release Freewheelin’ 
Woman, and recently embarked on a national co-headlining tour with Melissa Etheridge. 
Matriclysm: An Archeology of Connections Lost marks the largest presentation of Jewel’s 
fine art practice to date. 
 
Press Inquiries  
FITZ & CO /  Kat Harding / kharding@fitzandco.com   
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